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According to Guatemalan press monitors, while the incidence of political violence in early 1988
was lower than in late 1987, the number of politically-motivated "disappearances" and killings
rose sharply again in May 1988. In a recent report at the tenth assembly of the Central American
Human Rights Commission (CODEHUCA), based in Costa Rica, the Guatemalan Human Rights
Commission (Mexico City) cited 455 extrajudicial executions and 121 disappearances in 1986; 427
killings and 112 disappearances in 1987; and 98 killings and 32 disappearances during the first
three months of 1988 (La Hora, 05/30/88, reported by Agence France Presse, San Jose, Costa Rica,
05/30/88). The Guatemalan-based Center for the Investigation, Study and Promotion of Human
Rights (CIEPRODH) counted 196 assassinations, 35 disappearances and 13 abductions during the
first three months of 1988. In most cases, those responsible are "unknown assailants who act with
total impunity." The highest rates of violence occurred in Guatemala City, Jutiapa, and San Marcos:
of 334 cases of violence reported, 59% were assassinated and 22% of the victims were tortured (La
Hora, 05/10/88; El Grafico, 05/16/88). In contrast, Central America Report (CAR) stated that following
a four-month decline, political violence rose dramatically in May, which, according to the Report,
may bear some relation to the resurgence of the ESA (Secret Anti-Communist Army) and Mano
Blanco (White Hand) death squads, both para-military groups whose actions were sanctioned in
past military regimes. While CAR reported that acts of political violence declined by one-third, from
409 in August-December 1987 to 267 in January-May 1988, "the patterns of violence remain the same
[under civilian administration...]." According to CAR, the May level of political violence was four
times higher than April, corresponding to the May 11 coup attempt and the suppression of labor
protests (CAR, Vol. XV, No. 22, 06/10/88). Although these agencies have not yet reported statistics for
June 1988, press accounts indicate that the level of violence was higher than any previous month this
year. (Basic data from Americas Watch Committee, Guatemala-News in Brief No. 23; summarized by
Malcolm Gordon, CAU associate editor)
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